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promotion of te reo Māori within the law. 
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proceedings against the Crown. 
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Justice Whata was appointed a High Court judge in 2011. He has adjudicated on a 
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environmental, Māori and criminal matters. Justice Whata is also a member of the 
faculty of Te Kura Kaiwhakawā | Institute of Judicial Studies, responsible for the 
Tikanga Programme. While in practice, he specialised in Māori legal issues and 
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Maia is a tumuaki (director) at Whāia Legal. She has extensive experience in 
resource management and environmental law, public law, Treaty of Waitangi law, 
and the interface of tikanga and the law. Maia’s practice covers both legislative 
advisory work and litigation. She is a fluent speaker of te reo Māori and brings a te 
ao Māori lens to her work. 
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